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For immediate release
Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 12 p.m.

Six-time Grammy Award-Winner Samara Joy Joins the Boston Pops
for a New Year’s Eve Celebration at Symphony Hall

The ascendant jazz vocalist headlines the Pops’ New Year’s Eve performance
(Dec. 31, 8 p.m.)
Tickets go on sale Oct. 16 at 10 a.m.

Click here for a press kit, including full bios and photos

Samara Joy performs with the Boston Pops at the 2025 Company Celebration at Pops. Joy
returns for the New Year’s Eve celebration on Dec. 31. (Michael Blanchard)
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Six-time Grammy Award-winner Samara Joy, a rising star in jazz, is the special
guest vocalist for a New Year’s Eve celebration with the Boston Pops on
Thursday, Dec. 31 at 8 p.m., headlining a program to close out 2026 that leaves
time for attendees to make midnight plans. Joy returns a year after teaming with
the orchestra for the 2025 Company Celebration at Pops, bringing rich vocals and
jazz sensibility to Symphony Hall.

About Samara Joy

A descendant of a musical family with ties to the Philadelphia gospel scene, Joy
garnered national attention by winning the 2019 Sarah Vaughan International
Jazz Vocal Competition while still a student at SUNY Purchase — an
achievement followed by three acclaimed studio albums and an extended play.
Known for her smooth, evocative vocals, she was named “Best New Artist” at the
2023 Grammy Awards and received her first NAACP Image Award for
“Outstanding Jazz Album” in 2025, recognizing “Portrait.”

Joy is celebrated for her interpretations of jazz standards, with new takes on
tunes like Ronnell Bright's “Sweet Pumpkin” and Nacio Herb Brown and Gus
Kahn'’s “You Stepped Out of a Dream” complemented by lyrical imaginings for
Charles Mingus instrumentals with 2024’s “Reincarnation of a Lovebird.” She also
released the Grammy-winning EP “A Joyful Holiday” in 2023, featuring modern
takes on holiday classics, and recorded the song “Why I'm Here” for Netflix’s
2024 Shirley Chisholm biopic, “Shirley,” starring Regina King.

Joy is set to release her forthcoming live album, “Samara Joy: Live at the Blue
Note L.A.,” on Verve Records Oct. 23, capturing the rising star and her septet
during a sold-out run at the renowned jazz club in April 2026.

How To Purchase Tickets

Tickets for the New Year’s Eve celebration featuring Samara Joy go on sale at 10
a.m. on Friday, Oct. 16, available for purchase online at bso.org or by phone at
888-266-1200. Group tickets may be purchased by contacting https://bso.org/ or
617-638-9345.
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Sponsorships

Fidelity Investments is the lead sponsor of the Boston Pops. For over 50 years,
Fidelity Investments and the Boston Pops have proudly worked together to bring
wonderful performances to local audiences. As our partnership grows, so does
our investment in the community we both share, including the Fidelity Investments

Young Artists Competition, which was created in 2009 for high school students in

Massachusetts to compete for the opportunity to perform live with the Boston
Pops each spring.

Fairmont Copley Plaza is the Official Hotel of the Boston Pops.

Titles for BSO Artistic and Executive Leadership

Andris Nelsons, Ray and Maria Stata BSO Music Director and Head of
Conducting at Tanglewood

Chad Smith, Eunice and Julian Cohen BSO President and CEO

Keith Lockhart, Julian and Eunice Cohen Boston Pops Conductor

Thomas Wilkins, Artistic Partner for Education and Community Engagement /
Germeshausen Youth and Family Concerts Conductor

Carlos Simon, Deborah and Philip Edmundson Composer Chair

John Williams, George and Roberta Berry Boston Pops Conductor Laureate
Jean-Sébastien Vallée, Alan J. and Suzanne W. Dworsky Chair, BSO Director of
Choruses and Conductor of the Tanglewood Festival Chorus

Press Contacts
Jan Devereux, Senior Director of Public Relations and
Communications, jdevereux@bso.org

Matt Martinez, Associate Director of Public Relations and Communications,
mmartinez@bso.org

Keianna Wen, Communications Operations Specialist, kwen@bso.org
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More BSO News

For more news about the BSO and Boston Pops, read our recent press releases
or follow us on social media.
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